Dear Sir,

We have read the article by Patra\[[@ref1]\] *et al*. with great interest. The author had reported a case of methemoglobinemia in a 13 month old male child due to accidental ingestion of nail polish remover with significantly elevated methemoglobin concentration and concluded that acetone as an offender which is misleading. We raise the following points.

Non-demonstration of clinical and laboratory evidences for acetone: Nail polish removers consist principally of acetone. When ingested accidentally or intentionally, acetone causes mild central nervous system and respiratory depression, hyperglycemia and ketonemia,\[[@ref2][@ref3]\] which were lacking in the case reported. Also, acetone per se cannot induce methemoglobinemia\[[@ref3]\] in view of its toxicodynamics/kinetics in the body.Non-analysis of the offending agent: The authors have not shown the composition of the ingested solution since various chemicals are used either alone or in combination with acetone in nail polish remover.Methemoglobinemia attributable to Nitroethane: Nitroethane is also used as a solvent in nail polish removers. It is a colorless liquid with a fruity odor and often mistaken for acetone, as it also smells alike, and considered to be a weak generator of methemoglobin,\[[@ref4]\] if consumed. It is metabolized to nitrite (NO~2~) and ultimately to nitrate (NO~3~). As the child became cyanotic, three hours after the ingestion of the nail polish, presumably representing the period required for the conversion of nitroethane to strong oxidizer nitrite, it is most likely that nitroethane present in the nail polish might have contributed to methemoglobinemia. In light of the above, associating methemoglobinemia with acetone is simply untenable.

These nail polish removers are widely available and are not packed in child-resistant containers, thus leading to accidental ingestion. Poor labeling and misidentification of nail care products containing other ingredients, delay in the institution of appropriate treatment. As emergency physicians and practitioners face such problems, there is a need to regulate marketing of these products. Doctors being the social guardian of the community, medical professional associations have raise to the occasion.

We thank Dr. K. Arthanari, M.S, for his logistic support.
